

CHRISTIANITY REVISION
This revision pack has bullet points on each individual area.  Practise writing them out and drawing mind maps from them.

When answering an exam question make sure you pay attention to the allocation of marks.  If there are 4KU allocated make sure you make 4 clear points in your answer.  The same method applies for 2KU, 6KU etc. AE questions make sure you are evaluating.

Know the 10 mark questions, for example different interpretations of –

· Sin
· Resurrection
· Salvation
· Baptism
· Eucharist

It is also important that you know your Bible sources as these are needed, not just to help answer the big questions but also short 3KU questions.  

There will be questions worth 3-8 marks from other areas.  Remember the difference between long and short term memory.  You need to process this information into long term memory.  Unfortunately, this takes work and commitment from you, but your efforts will be rewarded.  If you fail to prepare then you are prepared to fail.  Your key to success is your memory.  The information you need is here, you need to remember it!!
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS ON THIS AREA. 
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Different interpretations of the Fall and Sin.

Make sure you include the two sides of the argument here.  The historical understanding of Genesis should be highlighted first, then follow this up with a few points of analysis.  Move on and highlight the mythical viewpoint and finish with some observations as highlighted below.

HISTORICAL

Christians have differed as to the interpretations of the account in Genesis.  Some Christians believe that the story is historical and therefore take a literal interpretation as explained in the box above.
Augustine- Augustine, whose understanding of sin is the foundation of much contemporary Christian thinking understood the Genesis story as a real historical event.

Under Augustine the common and modern day Western understanding of Original Sin was formulated.  He taught that the taint of Adam’s original sin was inherited by all people at birth, and that nothing a person does in their life can get rid of this taint.  This doctrine took on special prominence in Catholic Christianity and in many Protestant Christian denominations.

Original Sin is like a genetic defect we all inherit from Adam and Eve.  Through inheriting this sinful nature we all inherited death – both physical and spiritual – and we’re separated from God.

John Calvin.  John Calvin incorporated Augustine’s understanding of original sin into his own theology.  He developed the Federalist Theory. It states simply that Adam was the representative head of the human race in the Garden of Eden.  When Adam entered into a covenant (agreement) with God he was consenting to it as long as he did not eat from the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. By breaking this covenant, Adam was not merely acting as a private individual, but as a representative of the human race.  Its rather like if the Prime Minister decides to go to war the whole country goes to war, as he is acting not as an individual but on behalf of the whole nation.  When Adam sinned therefore, he brought sin and the consequences of sin into humanity.
· The Fall is a real event in history.

· Adam failed to keep God’s commandment (not to eat from the tree)

· When Adam fell the whole of humanity (and creation) fell with him.

· Adam’s fall affects the rest of humanity as he was representing the human race (John Calvin).

Effects of sin – see previous page.

Analysis (Useful marks in AE questions)

Although there is a consensus that sin is that which sets up man in place of God, that same consensus does not exist when looking at all aspects of the nature, origin and consequences of sin. Historically, some of the early differences in the church can be seen in the views of Pelagius and Augustine.  Pelagius taught that everyone was born into the same state as Adam, that is to say they are able not to sin.  He believed that by conscious free will someone could live as Adam did before he chose to sin.  Augustine took Pelagius to task on this issue because this seemed to suggest that man can save himself by choosing not to sin.  Fiercely critical of Pelagius, Augustine developed what became know as a Realist theory of the transmission of sin.  he emphasised the need for grace or divine help in rescuing people from sin as humans cannot rescue themselves.   Augustine stated that before the Fall man was 'Posse peccarae' - able to sin.  He was created sinless but with the possibility of sinning.  After the Fall through the sin of Adam, mankind was 'non passe non peccarae' - not able not to sin.  According to Augustine, man was thus unable to do other than sin, a condition into which all men were born because of the organic unity of all mankind who were 'in Adam.'  This sin of Adam was given the name original sin.

MYTHICAL

Liberal Christians such as Hanson and Hanson do not connect our sins with a historical Adam.  The story of Adam and Eve is seen as a device used by the Biblical writers to connect sin with us all. It is a story with a religious meaning, or myth.  
· Adam and Eve stand for all humanity.

· We all have free moral choice.

· When we obey God, it is as if we are safely in a Garden.  

· When we disobey, it is as if we have been banished from the garden.

· Sin is man’s tendency ‘to go against what God intended man to be’.

· We tend to fall short of God’s standard of love because he has given us free will to be selfish or loving.
The story of the Fall is telling us not about a real Adam and Eve who listened to a serpent and disobeyed God, but rather is telling us that we make choices in life and our choices will have consequences.
Note that Liberal Christians have been heavily influenced by modern cosmologies, modern ideas on geology and evolution.  Their aim is to ‘de-mythologise’ the Bible and explain to its adherents what it really teaches.

	Liberal
	Conservative

	Beliefs about SIN – Points of DISAGREEMENT

	· Sin does not originate in the ‘mythical’ garden of Eden;

· Does not come from a real devil;

· It is more likely to have its origins in the first evolved primitive humans, sometimes called the ‘adamic race’ where they began to realise such things as potential, worship, and things greater than themselves;

· The nature of sin is not a real and tangible thing that can be measured, but is felt rather when we feel guilty;

· The nature of sin is when mankind fails to realise his or her potential before God, that this sense of sin, or fallen-ness is experienced;

· Sin has consequences of suffering in the form of broken relationships and alienation from God, others and nature, when trust is broken in acts of selfishness or self-interest;

· Sin has eternal consequences also, but not in terms of eternal punishments, more likely to be the annihilation of the soul;

· The antidote for sin is found in the hope of paradise being restored, which story-teller of the fall wants us to look forward to.
	· Sin has its origin in an actual and real garden of Eden when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commandment;

· The nature of sin is that it is something real (objective) which is a moral evil;

· the nature of sin is that is a moral evil as it is not good;

· the nature of sin is anything that does not conform perfectly to God’s standards of what is morally right or good;

· the nature of sin is described in the Bible as falling short of God’s standards, going astray from God’s standards’ or simply rebellion against God’s standards, going one’s own way – being a law unto oneself;

· sin has consequences of suffering in the form of broken relationships and alienation from God, others, nature, and suffering through pain and death in this life and eternal consequences in the life to come (hell);

· the antidote for sin is found in the promise made to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden after their fall, of a saviour who would destroy Satan and save humanity;

	

	Beliefs about SIN – Points of AGREEMENT
· agree to some extent that sin has an origin (either in an actual Adam, or in ‘adamic-race’);

· agree to some extent that sin by nature is selfish choices, going one’s own way;

· both agree sin also has a more immediate origin when men, women and children choose that which is opposed to God’s moral standards;

· both agree that sin has immediate consequences of suffering through broken relationships when we choose selfishly;

· agree to some extent that sin has consequences of suffering when we choose selfishly in the life to come;

· agree to some extent, that sin has an anti-dote;

· both agree that the consequence of sin (suffering) has some purpose


Some possible questions in this area may include or be similar to the following:
1. How have Christians differed in their understanding of the Bible’s teaching on sin?

2. What do Christians mean by sin?

3. Describe the Bible’s explanation of the origin of sin.

4. Describe Christian beliefs about the way that sin came into the world.

5. What were the consequences of sin entering the world?
THE GOALS
1. What are the Goals during life?

The Goals for a Christian in life are two fold.

1. Restored relationship with fellow human beings.

2. Restored relationship and fellowship with God.

Restored relationships with fellow human beings.

HOW?  The example and teaching of Jesus.  Following his example

               Using his teaching.  The parables are pointers in this regard. 
LOVE

All our thoughts and actions must be motivated by the message of love, which Jesus proclaims.  Our love must be spontaneous and generous, completely unhindered by excuses.  Loving others is a major goal in life.  It is a skill which needs to be developed.  If you show love to others then you will be loved in return.

Love isn’t always easy, but is always right.  Nowadays, people talk about tough love.  Christians believe in a kind of love called AGAPE. This is practical love. It is love in action.  It is unconditional because it does not depend on anyone loving you back.  AGAPE also means that you love those that are different from you even the unlovable.
Jesus expresses love for God and others on a number of ways throughout his ministry.

· He eats with tax collectors

· Touches social outcasts (lepers) who everyone else avoids.

The Goal is taught by Jesus in the parable of the Good Samaritan Luke 10.  Read about this type of love on.
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Christian understanding of neighbour=    
All races of people






Both sexes







All cultures







People of different religions







The poor, sick and needy

Kingdom of God 

[image: image3]Restore relationship and fellowship with God
Another important Goal in the Christian life is to get closer to God.  To develop spiritually.  This is done  by…. 

Worship.  Worship helps to bring humanity and God back together again.  It re-establishes the relationship by getting both communicating.

For Christians God alone is the object of worship.  It may be structured with rituals and ceremonies.  Or can it can be more free, with individuals offering prayer at any point in worship.  It can involve pomp and ceremony or be in complete silence like a Quaker meeting.


Common elements of community worship…….

· Preparation (Call to worship and prayer)

· General confession (saying sorry to God for wrong doing)

· Declaration of pardon from sin (God’s forgiveness)

· Words from the Bible (scripture reading)

· Sermon (explaining the meaning of the Bible)

Role of prayer in Worship is…….. 
1. Forgiveness of the individual or the Christian community

2. For the sick and bereaved

3. For the poor and needy in the world

4. For peace and harmony.

5. A closer relationship with God.

Different types of prayer are Private and Public 
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Worship is a joyful experience designed to show love for God.  It aims also to help Christians support each other in the Christian faith.  It is not always an easy thing being a Christian and worship helps some Christians re-charge their batteries.  Worship can involve all the senses.  It can be noisy or quiet, solemn or boisterous, dramatic or plain.

RECAP OF THIS SECTION

· Worship helps Christians to grow in their understanding of God and to develop their love for him.  
· Worship helps to bring humanity and God back together again by getting them both communicating.  
· It also helps to glue fellow Christians together.  This is part of what is meant by Christian community. 
· Getting closer to God and your fellow mankind is therefore a goal for Christians.

How might a Christian express their hope in eternal life with God in public acts of worship?

1. Reading aloud relevant sections of the Bible

2. Preaching the Bible

3. Singing hymns.

4. Words of hope and comfort from funeral services

5. Reading aloud the apostles creed.

6. Taking part in the sacraments
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What do Christians mean by eternal life?

1. Life after death with God

2. A feeling and persuasion that life has meaning and purpose

3. Hope for the future

4. Restored relationship with God

5. Describe Heaven and Hell

6. A new view of this present life

7. Separation of sheep and goats.

8. Eternal life dependant on present actions.

9. Following the teachings

On Judgement Day they will be called into account for their actions.  Eternal life depends on this.  They will be divided into two groups.  The SHEEP and the GOATS.

This judgement day will be….  
· They will stand before God and answer for their actions
· The good will go to heaven and the bad to hell
· God will be the final judge of their actions
· Judged on how they followed the example and teaching of Jesus
· Did they care for the sick/dying/those in prison?
· Did they follow the command to love their neighbour
· Did they forgive as instructed by Jesus.
 Potential exam question - ‘To get into heaven you have to do good deeds’.  Give reasons for your answer


Explain Christian beliefs about the relationship between God’s judgement and eternal life
Explain Christian beliefs about the relationship between God’s judgement and eternal life

· God is holy and cannot allow sin in his presence, therefore, sinners must be judged

· The Old Testament depicts God as a Judge who rewards people according to their actions

· In the New Testament Jesus presents himself as the Judge of humanity/

· The dead will be raised for judgement at the end of time

· Without judgement their can be no eternal life

· Judgement results in either heaven or hell

· Roman Catholics believe in purgatory- soul cleansed of venial sin before entering God’s presence.

· Some Christians (Calvinists) believe that only the elect will be in heaven.

· Some believe that eternal life is earned by faith and not by good works

· Universalism – John Hick. He believed that because of his loving nature, God will offer everyone a second chance at the final judgement and all will receive eternal life.

Potential Exam Question – 

Life as a follower of Christ is the beginning of eternal life.  What does this mean for the Christian?
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Literal and symbolic understandings of heaven and hell .  Two opposing realms….  (see notes pages 35-40)
HEAVEN

LITERAL

· Blissful rest

· Holy city

· Living in God’s presence

· A place for the righteous

· Father’s house

· Augustine- City of God

· Free from suffering

SYMBOLIC

· Can never by certain
· Eternal life begins now
· Hans Kung- peace, freedom and justice
· Bultmann-freeing oneself of baggage from the past
· Liberation theology-transformation of social and political structures in the present.
HELL
LITERAL

· Place of eternal punishment

· Opposite of Heaven

· Sheol-place of the departed (goats)

· Loss of contact with God

· Punishment with fire.

· A prison

SYMBOLIC

· Against God’s love

· God promised to overcome evil

· Hell means annihilation.  At death one becomes nothing

· If God gave you free will, why does he punish you because you choose not to accept him?

PURGATORY

Catholic doctrine.  A middle stage for those who have died in a state of grace, but who still need a process of purging from sin before entering God’s presence.

	Liberal
	Conservative

	Points of Agreement

	· Both agree that there is eternal life;
· Both agree that the language used in the Bible about heaven and hell is symbolic, (represents) ideas of what heaven/hell are like;

	Points of Disagreement about Heaven and Hell

	Liberal
	Conservative

	· Heaven is the presence of God;

· Our choices, selfish or otherwise determine whether we are in or out of the presence of God;

· It is not safe to say what heaven is actually like;

· Hell can begin here on earth if we make particularly bad lifestyle choices;

· There is no eternal damnation in hell;

· At death the soul  ceases to exist;
	· Heaven is an actual place;

· Symbolic language of heaven and hell is because we cannot take in the reality of either the glory of heaven or suffering of hell;

· Hell can begin here on earth, but repentance and faith in Christ is free offer to all;

· Heaven and Hell both understood as eternal places of either bliss or punishment as Jesus uses the same word to describe them.


By the way, it is important to remember that salvation is the GOAL of life for Christians . Salvation is the final aim of existence, which is, to enjoy eternal life in the presence of God. 
Christians don’t just think of salvation in terms of some future existence in the presence of God (heaven), they also understand salvation in other ways.

1. Christians have been saved and enjoy God now, in this present world.

2. Christians believe they are also being saved, as God, by His Holy Spirit, works in them to loving obedience, and good works.

3. Christians also, as we have already seen, believe they will finally be saved when they enter the presence of the joy of God and eternal life.

THE MEANS of SALVATION
The  Suffering and death of Jesus are the means of Salvation.

Soteriology means ‘to save’.  It is the name for the section of Christian theology that deals with the saving work of Christ.  Jesus establishes release from the human condition of sin, guilt and death by his own suffering and dying on behalf of others.  Jesus offers new life to all those who believe in him.
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.  

Salvation can be described as having two dimensions –

Spiritual Dimension (See Images of Salvation above)
· New life in the Spirit

· Forgiveness of sins

· Peace with God – a restored relationship 
· Increasing freedom from the power of sin

Moral Dimension

· Repentance (turning away from sin and being sorry for sin)
· Change of behaviour

· Moral dealings with others

· Example of Jesus

Who will be saved?

Liberal Christians would follow Origen and believe in universal salvation – everyone will be saved.
  

Conservative Christians would follow Augustine – only believers in Christ are saved.
Explain what Christians mean by sacrifice

· Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb

· Jesus take the punishment due to man (substitute)

· Stain of sin washed away

· Old Testament sacrifices

· Atonement is complete

· Justice needed to be satisfied (God’s anger at sin)

· God yet loves and needs to forgive…hence at Calvary where both love and anger are expressed and satisfied.

An example of a possible question is given below.
‘Belief in Salvation brings difficulties as well as benefits for Christians’

Do you agree with this statement?
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Grace and Works
Salvation is offered to all mankind as a result of Jesus’ work on the cross.  Some believe in a salvation by works, while others prefer to think of salvation by grace. This means that salvation is a gift given by God to mankind in spite of their wickedness and sin.  It is earned by doing good.  Good deeds are a product of salvation  not its cause. 
THE RESURRECTION
Without the resurrection the death of Jesus would have been meaningless and salvation would not have been achieved.  By his resurrection Jesus -

· demonstrated that he was the Son of God  

· defeated sin
· overcame death

In other words Jesus undid all the effects and consequences of the Fall.

Belief in the resurrection of Christ is central in the New Testament.  All four of the gospels contain accounts of both his death and resurrection.

The gospels mention that Jesus appeared to various people such as Peter and John and Mary Magdalene.

The literal, historic resurrection of Jesus for many Christians is the cornerstone of their faith.  The strength of this conviction is emphasised by the Apostle Paul when speaking to the Corinthians.
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This conviction exists because of the historical eye witness accounts given in the New Testament.

John Stott (conservative Christian) insists that the resurrection is a physical miracle.  He says it was a real objective event that left a mark upon history. ‘Christianity is in its very essence a resurrection religion.’  He is attempting to emphasise that if you take the historical fact of the resurrection out of Christianity, you have destroyed the religion of millions.

Laws of absolute ‘standards of rectitude’ govern the world.  At first glance the crucifixion seemed to proclaim the triumph of evil.  But in the resurrection of Jesus, evil, death and the grave are conquered.  Justice has prevailed over death.
But the resurrection is more than a hope.  The resurrection of life of the Christian begins in the present, in the here and now.

MYTHICAL INTERPRETATION (LIBERAL VIEW)

Some Christians of more liberal persuasion are very sceptical about the historicity of the resurrection.  The resurrection is to be regarded not as an event in history but rather as a myth.  The absence of Christ from the tomb does not necessary imply his resurrection.  His body may have been stolen, he might have only have appeared to be dead. Resurrection, it is argued, is not a common day experience so why should we believe in it?

The resurrection is something which happened in the experience of the disciples, not something that occurred on the public stage of history. Its value is in its subjectivity rather than its objectivity
This is highlighted by Rudolph Bultmann  who stressed that the resurrection of Jesus took place not historically, objectively, but in the experiential world of the disciples.  Jesus, for Bultmann, had been raised in the Kerygma, that is in the preaching of the gospel.  It is in this proclamation that the resurrection is used to elicit faith in the hearts of many.  It has a purely subjective function.

ANALYSIS

It is argued that this view does not take the doctrine of sin seriously enough.

Faith should not be the cause of the resurrection but its product.

The evidence pointing to the resurrection must be investigated without the dogmatic presupposition that such a resurrection could not have taken place  A  Magrath

Bultmann’s anti-historical approach seems to have no regard for credible witness accounts of an empty tomb.  John Stott correctly makes the suggestion that if Christ had not risen from the tomb then the authorities could easily have produced the body of Jesus to scotch any rumours of a resurrection.  Christianity is a religion of history.  God has revealed himself to man in and through history to the extent that not much sense can be made of Christian doctrine outside a historical framework.

The conservative view is that Christ is the forensic  cause of the  resurrection of believers.  His resurrection has secured the identity of the resurrection of believers.  Prof.  Donald Macleod (conservative).  This can be summarised in the box below.

Explain resurrection as a sign of God’s promise
· It is life after death with Jesus

· The promise of reward for a good life

· Place in Heaven

· The end of suffering

· Gives hope to individuals and to the church

· Inspiration to evangelise

· Makes the present more meaningful.

	Liberal
	Conservative

	Beliefs about RESURRECTION – Points of DISAGREEMENT

	·  Rejects the literal interpretation of Christ’s resurrection, as a real, historical and physical event;

· rejects the internal Biblical evidence for the physical resurrection of Christ, as a religious ‘myth’ promoted by the early church;

· believe the resurrection stories to be accounts to keep alive the reality of Christ and His teachings;

· Christ was raised to life in their hearts and minds;

· Because they reject Christ’s resurrection as a real and physical event, they also reject the resurrection of the bodies of believers and an actual physical event;
	· accepts the literal interpretation of Christ’s resurrection, as a real, historical and physical event;

· Accepts the internal Biblical evidence for the resurrection of Christ as valid ‘forensic’ scientific evidence;

· Forensic evidence includes, the well-documented fact of the death of Christ from non-biblical sources as well as the bible; the fact of the empty tomb; the fact of the radical change in the disciples from cowards to courageous; the fact of there being no body found; the fact of claims of appearances by Christ to believers; the fact of the spread of Christianity based upon this resurrection belief;

· Because they accept Christ’s resurrection as a real and physical event, they also accept the resurrection of the bodies of believers as an actual physical event;

	Beliefs about RESURRECTION – Points of AGREEMENT

	· agree that Christ’s resurrection is an important event in the origin and development of the Church in their belief in Christ being alive and present with believers, then and now;

· agree that Christ is in Heaven; (but they mean different things by this);

· agree that there will be a resurrection of believers (but again they mean different things by this);


Questions
1. Why is the resurrection important?

2. Why did Jesus rise from the dead?

3. Without the resurrection, the story of Jesus would have no meaning.  How might a Christian respond?

4. For Christians, Jesus was the new Adam.  What does this mean?

What practices are used as means to help Christians achieve their goals?
Sacraments-comes from the Latin word ‘Sacramentum’ which is used to translate the Greek word for mystery.  Sacraments were seen as a means by which Christians could participate in the ‘mystery of Christ’.
Most Protestant traditions accept only two sacraments – Baptism and Eucharist. 
	Roman Catholic
	Protestant

	Points of Agreement

	· Both agree that the sacraments are important; - in terms of:
· They are commanded by their Lord Jesus Christ;
· They follow His example in Baptism, and His command to eat/drink in remembrance of His suffering and death, until He returns;
· Welcoming signs into the community of Christians (the church);
· Sacraments help strengthen the believer’
· Both agree that the sacraments of baptism and eucharist were appointed by Christ;
· Both agree that these sacraments are for the benefit of believers;

	Points of Disagreement about 

Sacraments as a means of salvation

	Roman Catholic
	Protestant (conservative)

	· Sacraments are important, in that both infant baptism and mass (eucharist) are vital to gain entry into heaven.    

· Born-again.    In baptism  the person being baptized is ‘born-again’ from corruption or stain of original sin.      At the end of life, mass and confession is offered to a dying Catholic to atone for their sins.    Without baptism, an infant who dies, will not enter heaven, but limbo.   No-one can enter the Kingdom of God without spiritual re-birth (being born-again);

·  Without mass for the dying Catholic, he/she will enter purgatory.    In between birth and death, a Catholic depends upon continuous confessions to a priest of their sins, and demonstration of sorrow for their sins through acts of penance.   (penance, can include prayers to Mary, or other works that will earn favour with God;
	· Sacraments are important, but not vital for salvation, or entry into heaven.    The testimony of the Gospels show one of the thieves crucified next to Christ asked Jesus, ‘remember me when you come into your kingdom’ and Christ’s response was that ‘today, you will be with me in paradise.’  Indicating clearly, that all that is required for salvation and entry into heaven, is faith in Christ, and repentance for sin;

· Protestants reject any idea of purgatory as real as heaven or hell are the only places mentioned in the Scriptures where a soul goes after death.    

· Born-again is a phrase used by Christ, who stated that a person cannot enter the Kingdom of God without being born-again.    This spiritual re-birth occurs at some point before baptism, and enables the believer to believe, and repent.
· Faith in Christ’s life, suffering and death alone; Once a believer has through faith in Christ has shown repentance of their sins, (this involves, confession, sorrow, and change of lifestyle), they believe they are accepted by God, and will enjoy eternal life with Him for ever in heaven;


The Purpose of the Sacraments
1. Give grace

2. Help faith

3. Develop fellowship

4. Reminder of God’s promise


[image: image11]
	Roman Catholic
	Protestant

	Eucharist - Points of Agreement

	· Both agree that the sacraments are important;
· Both agree that the sacraments of baptism and eucharist were appointed by Christ;
· Both agree that these sacraments are for the benefit of believers;

	Points of Disagreement 

	Roman Catholic
	Protestant (conservative)

	· Mass is vital for salvation and entry into heaven and is a means of God’s grace for believers;

· The actual bodily presence of Christ is present in the bread, and His blood in the wine, whereby these two elements actually become the body and blood of Christ.    This inner change that takes place in the bread and wine is called ‘transubstantiation’;

· Only Roman Catholics, baptized into the Holy Roman Catholic church can take part in this sacrament;
	· Holy communion important for believers to participate in, simply because it is a means of God’s grace for a believer;

· Christ is present in Spirit with every sincere believer who participates in this sacrament with a view to worshipping Christ.    However no change takes place in the bread or wine, they remain the same, and are  outward symbols and a reminder of what Christ achieved through His suffering and death;

· All believing, sincere, practicing Christians are invited to take part in this remembrance of Christ’s death;


Evaluate the influence of the Eucharist on the lives of Christians

· Communion is a daily event in the Roman Catholic tradition/constant influence.
· Four times a year in some Protestant traditions/less influence

· Salvation Army not important at all

· Re-enactment of the last supper brings a sense of Jesus’  presence

· Gives a sense of community

· Jesus’ words- ‘do this in remembrance of me’ commandment

· Some argue that other things in the church are more important-baptism, worship ,teaching and ethics of  Jesus, prayer.

· Belief in resurrection more important than his death and last supper
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Questions 

· Describe how the Eucharist ceremony is carried out in the Christian tradition?
· Explain two Christian understandings of the role of bread and wine in the Eucharist
· Should the Eucharist ceremony be modernised?
BAPTISM

You will need to know and cover the following

1. What is baptism?  Give a brief description

2. Baptism and its relative importance in the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches.
3. The differences between Infant and Adult baptism.

	Infant Baptism

	Roman Catholic
	Protestant 

	· Vital for salvation (see above);

· Infant baptism purifies the baby from sin, and is a sign of the faith of the parents in bringing their child for baptism;

· Infant baptism allows the Catholic parent(s) to express their faith in Christ, in bringing their child into the community of the Roman Catholic church;

· Infant baptism has the effect of making the baby a Christian.

· Continuous confession to a priest is necessary throughout life, as well as a penance for sins, to help gain acceptance with God and entry into heaven.
	· Important because Christ instructed His disciples to baptize, but not vital for salvation;

· Baptism is a sign of belief in Christ as saviour by either the person being baptized and repentance of sin, (if it is an adult is being baptised), or by the person offering the infant for baptism;

· When a parent offers a child for baptism, they are following the example of the Bible, which shows that when heads of households were baptized as a sign they came to believe in the Saviour Christ, their whole household also were baptized with him or her.

· This brings the child into the community of the church, but the child is not considered to be a Christian, until he/she makes their own profession of faith in Christ, and repentance of sin in later life.

· A Christian in the protestant conservative tradition believes that genuine repentance, confession, sorrow, and continued change,out of love of Christ who has already saved them,  are the marks of a true Christian.

	Believer’s Baptism (Protestant/conservative)

	· Believe that believer’s baptism is the only correct form of baptism that the Bible speaks about;

· Disagree with infant baptism, as there are no clear examples of babies being baptized in the Bible;

· Babies cannot repent, confess their sins, or become Christians;

· Jesus was baptized by total immersion in the water of the River Jordan, so believers are to follow His example;

· The command of the Bible is often repeated, believe and be baptized – babies cannot do that, only adults of persons of some understanding can;

	Infant Baptism (Protestant conservative)

	· Agree with infant baptism as outlined above generally in the Protestant tradition;

· Infant baptism was practiced by the early church following the cultural and religious tradition of Jews and gentiles, of heads of households taking responsibility for the spiritual direction of their families/extended families;

· Infant baptism replaces the covenant sign of circumcision given to Abraham, with the spiritual sign of the new covenant through Jesus;

· Infant baptism does not make a person a Christian;


Baptism important for Christians because…….

· Parents of infants declare that they bring up their children to love of God

· Infant baptism encourages the role of the family unit

· Adults and infants are brought under the protection and nourishment of the Church

· Anglican Church says….’We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We are members together of the body of Christ. We are children of the same heavenly Father.  We are inheritors together of the Kingdom of God.

· Within the Baptist tradition Christians see baptism as an outward sign that the person has made a decision to follow Christ.  This public profession strengthens faith.  The full immersion in water symbolises the washing away of sin and rising to a new life in the Holy Spirit.

· Baptism is a right of passage which involves family and friends in the celebration of the Christian life.

· Christians baptise people because Jesus told them to. Jesus himself was baptised and Christians are asked to follow him as an example.

· The Apostles were baptised

· Baptised is strongly linked to Jesus’ death and resurrection

· The importance of baptism is in its symbolism.  Water=spiritual cleansing. Immersion=dying with Christ and rising in a new life.

· Baptism shows you are part of God’s family. Like a wedding ring, it is a visible reminder of an inward commitment made in your heart.  It is an act of initiation, not something you put off until you are spiritually mature.

· Baptism is a reference point.  Since the day many of you were baptised your life has been  changed.  Mark 16: 15-16

· And he said to them, Go you into all the entire world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believes and is baptised shall be saved.

· We could just say that Christ commanded it.  That would suffice.

HELPING HAND (Adult Believers Baptism-Baptist Church)

After a person places faith in Jesus Christ, calling on Him to forgive our sin and give eternal life, Jesus commands that the new believer be baptised.  What is the meaning and importance of baptism?  Here is the Baptism Helping Hand, five truths you should know about baptism.

1. A Thumb Print is a mark of Identity, showing who you are.  In salvation, each believer enters into the death, burial and resurrection life of Christ.  In baptism, each believer symbolises that new identity going into the water-your death and burial in Christ to walk a new walk.  One baptised in the “name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit” is showing a new identity as a member of a new family, the family of God  (Matthew 28:18-20)

2. The Index Finger, the Pointer, speaks of your new direction in life, following Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  In baptism, one comes out of the water to walk, “in newness of life”  (Romans 6:34)

3. The Middle Finger stands out above the rest.  In baptism, one gives a new testimony about his or her life.  What now stands out is a personal knowledge of Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  Through baptism, one gives a physical testimony of what has happened spiritually (Acts 10: 47-48)
4. The Ring Finger speaks of relationship.  Baptism is like a wedding ring.  Both are external symbols that point to an internal reality-each speaks of a new relationship of the heart.  Just as a ring does not make one married, so baptism does not make one a Christian.  As a wedding ring symbolises the commitment of one’s life to another, so baptism tells of a heart surrendered to Jesus as Lord and Saviour  (Romans 6:3-11)

5. The Little Finger speaks of one small step of obedience to the Lord’s command.  In baptism, one simply goes into and out of the waters of a baptism pool, a river, creek, lake or ocean as part of a new walk of obedience (Acts 16:27-34). Baptism symbolises these five realities:

· An new identity

· A new direction

· A new testimony

· A new relationship

· A new walk of obedience to Jesus Chris
You should be able to analyse the relative  importance of baptism for salvation in the Protestant and Roman Catholic church.
The Eucharist or Mass

	Roman Catholic
	Protestant

	Eucharist - Points of Agreement

	· Both agree that the sacraments are important;
· Both agree that the sacraments of baptism and eucharist were appointed by Christ;
· Both agree that these sacraments are for the benefit of believers;

	Points of Disagreement 

	Roman Catholic
	Protestant (conservative)

	· Mass is vital for salvation and entry into heaven and is a means of God’s grace for believers;

· The actual bodily presence of Christ is present in the bread, and His blood in the wine, whereby these two elements actually become the body and blood of Christ.    This inner change that takes place in the bread and wine is called ‘transubstantiation’;

· Only Roman Catholics, baptized into the Holy Roman Catholic church can take part in this sacrament;
	· Holy communion important for believers to participate in, simply because it is a means of God’s grace for a believer;

· Christ is present in Spirit with every sincere believer who participates in this sacrament with a view to worshipping Christ.    However no change takes place in the bread or wine, they remainthe same, and are  outward symbols and a reminder of what Christ achieved through His suffering and death;

· All believing, sincere, practicing Christians are invited to take part in this remembrance of Christ’s suffering and death;


This booklet concludes with a summary of Christian Action in the World which is part of the syllabus as a means of salvation. It includes  material on the Christian concept of  the Kingdom of God in a contemporary context.
Christians are called to live out their faith in the world through following the example of Jesus.  His mission was addressed to the marginalised  in society.  He healed the sick and identified himself with the needy (prisoners, the hungry, blind, lame, deaf and outcasts).  He stressed the importance of love for everyone.

Social action will have consequences at the last judgement. (See parable of the Sheep and the Goats)
Christians must follow this example and actively work against anything that separates humans from one another.

Every Christian believes that Christian action in the world is important.  There are various reasons for this.

· The parables (teachings of Jesus) are pointers to the nature of the Christian life and Christian action in the world.

· Christians taught those who belong to His Kingdom (the Kingdom of God) ought to behave in certain ways that express both their love for God and for their neighbours (those in need) e.g. Parables of the Good Samaritan, the Sheep and the Goats and the Mustard Seed.
Justice.   For Christians, justice is something they want to make real in the world.  God is a God of justice, and through the prophets is constantly calling for justice in the land. If everyone behaved in a just way towards everyone else then the world would be an amazing place.

The Salvation Army is one of the best known Christian organisation which puts social care into action.  It has been referred to as ‘Christianity with its sleeves rolled up’.
What does justice involve in practice?  It means working for -
1. Peace

2. Equality

3. Fairness

Christians have a duty to supply basic needs to all people and to actively campaign against all forms and causes of oppression.  Christians believe that each person is created in the image of God and should have their rights defended.

There is also a number of Christian organisations that operate and give aid on the basis of Jesus’ example.  These include -
· Tearfund

· Cafod (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development)

· Christian Aid

· Open Doors

· Salvation Army

These are large organisations which promote the example of Jesus by not only teaching about eternal life but showing the relevance of Christianity in the present.
(Christian Aid’s slogan is “We believe in life before death’, showing that the Christian message of salvation must impact the world in the present).
Christians can and should help promote the idea of the Kingdom of God in their own way by bringing about the ideas of love, justice and peace on a smaller scale. 
Examples of famous Christians who have sought to establish the kingdom of God on earth by Christian action in the world are -

· Martin Luther King

· Jackie Pullinger

· Oscar Romero

· John Knox
You should be able to describe the life and work of at least one of these (or any other Christian you know) as an example of Christian Action in the world.
Questions

1. Describe 3 ways in which a Christian can show concern for others

2. Describe how one Christian has put justice into action

3. ‘Christians must be involved in social action’. How far would you agree?

4. Why is the idea of justice important for Christians?

5. Why would a Christian want to help others?

6. In what ways can Christians create the Kingdom of God.
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Revision Notes











What is Sin?  Sin is falling short of God’s standards, rebellion against God. Sin is real and can only be known in relation to God.


Sin entering the world.


Adam and Eve are created by God and placed in the Garden of Eden.


Told not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.


Eve gives in to temptation and so does Adam.


They have now become aware of their nakedness.


Sin has now entered the world.


This is known as the ‘Fall’


They are now banished from the Garden of Eden.


Fourfold consequences of sin entering the world is alienation from – a) God, b )others c) nature, and d) suffering through emotional and physical pain and death.


Moral- mankind is now in a constant state of disobedience and temptation.  His relationship with fellow human beings is broken.


Physical- physical death, pain in child birth


Spiritual – the relationship between God and Man is broken.  John Stott called this the worst of the three.


Environmental – the ground is cursed and man’s relationship with the earth is distorted.











Some difficulties in trying to follow this teaching of Jesus include:


It is easier to love your friends than to love other people.


Jesus meant by neighbour more than just those living near us.


There are people in the world that are difficult to love.


It is difficult to love someone that has harmed you.








Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God  had come- it is now a present reality.  It is revealed in his mission and ministry.  It is not a political kingdom but rather a spiritual one. (Make sure you know this).  The Kingdom is the rule of God in the lives of humans.  The Kingdom of God is everything that God wants to do in the world through Jesus and his followers. Christian community as a means of building the Kingdom of God.  The meaning of Kingdom is ‘rule’ or ‘sovereignty’.  Therefore the ‘kingdom of God’ looks forward to God’s rule on earth.





The Lord’s Prayer  asks for ‘Your (God’s) kingdom come.  Your will be done –on earth as it is in heaven).  For this reason the Kingdom of God has become the great symbol of divine-human community where love should be shown to everyone.  The church on earth should be an example of what life in the future kingdom  should be like.





Kingdom of God in the New Testament.


The Kingdom is present now (in the community of believers)


Parable of the mustard seed 


Vatican II the church is the vehicle used to proclaim God’s Kingdom.





There are important ethical implications for the community of believers being a template of the Kingdom of God on earth.  Jesus’ call is to love everyone including our enemies, to give everything away for the sake of the kingdom and to work to combat social and political oppression.





Worship helps a Christian draw closer to God in the following ways





Prayer brings a closer mental awareness of God


Worship lifts the person’s feelings of well-being


Hymn singing stirs the emotions


Brings a sense of fellowship with other worshippers


Sense of being part of something much greater and much bigger


Reinforces the teachings of Jesus


Brings individual and community inspiration


Builds up the Church as a community


Prayer strengthens relationships with God.





Some possible questions in this area





Explain the role of worship in building the Kingdom of God


What part of worship might a Christian say is most important?


What are the purposes of worship for Christians?


Public prayer is more important than private prayer.  Would a Christian agree.


Describe two forms of Christian prayer.


Explain how worship might help a Christian.





Agree- Christians should life a life of concern for others as examples of the Kingdom of God here and now.  Living the way God wants is more likely to get you into heaven than living a selfish life.  Helping others creates God’s Kingdom and shows that you have accepted the obedience of Jesus in overturning the consequences of the Fall.  You are now following his example of social action.  Jesus also states that mankind will be judged not on what they say, but on the things that they do.





Disagree- Works is never enough to get you into heaven.  You can never make yourself good enough by the things that you do.  Man must accept God and understand the work of salvation on the cross.  The reward in heaven is an act of God’s grace which enables man to turn away from sin (repentance) and follow God.  Good works is a product of salvation not its cause.   The bible states that you are justified by faith alone, not by works so that no one can boast.





Being born again through baptism means that the share in Christ’s risen life and through him will experience eternal life with God.  For a Christian, Jesus is the central channel for humanity’s eternal life with God.  Actions in this world are directly related to the judgement of Christians in the future. The concept of eternal life, therefore, has relevance in the present.





Augustine spoke of the City of God as a future concept.  Calvin stated that this is not our home but rather we are travellers, travelling to a far country.  The problem here is that it divorces the present and the future and Christians become complacent regarding the need for social action in the here and now.





Images of Salvation  





Court of law- Justification :  declared to be innocent by the judge.


World of trade- Redemption: Jesus paid the price and bought humanity back from sin through his death


Personal relationship – Reconciliation:  Broken relationships are fixed


Sacrifice – Cleansing of pollution by the shedding of blood


Grace – undeserved mercy of God


Substitution – someone standing in for, or replacing another


Atonement- simply being made ‘at one with God’ Atonement must include ideas                                 of reconciliation, forgiveness, propitiation.





Make sure you read your notes for an expansion of these images of salvation





Benefits:  


Salvation is central to the teaching of Jesus


Without such belief humans are left with nothing but self


Main themes of Christianity flow from this belief


It offers freedom from fears


Encouragement to evangelise


Healing ministry comes from a belief in salvation


Liberation theology





Difficulties:


Some argue that it is the ethical teachings of Jesus that are important. The emphasis on salvation becomes a distraction.


May raise difficulties with scientific belief


Difficulty in following an example of sacrifice and service.





If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  1 Corinthians 15:14





Proves the divinity of Jesus


Gave the apostles faith to go and build the church


The act of salvation is now complete


Gives a focus for the Christian community for worship


Gives hope for Christians of a personal resurrection and eternal life


God now experiences human experience of death


The final enemy has been defeated


Final proof that God keeps His promises.  The promise of a reward in Heaven.  The end of suffering.  Hope to the church. Give a value to Christian faith.


Proves God’s love


Jesus now fully restores the relationship between God and man





EUCHARIST-  The Christian service, ceremony, or sacrament commemorating the Last Supper, in which bread and wine are consecrated and consumed.





Comes from the Greek word eukharisia meaning ‘thanksgiving’.  At the Eucharist, Christians remember Jesus’ death and are united to him in the bread and the wine.  It is also known as communion. This denotes the sharing of emotions and thoughts. It is a sharing experience.





Roman Catholics believe that the bread and the wine become the actual body and blood of Jesus.  This is called transubstantiation or the ‘real presence’ of Christ in the bread and wine.  Reformed Protestant traditions do not accept this view.  They prefer to think that the bread and the wine are just symbols of the body and the blood of Jesus.











It is an outward sign of your faithfulness in accepting Jesus


It is a remembrance of what Jesus did on the cross


It is a celebration of his work


It is a way of renewing the bond between God and man


It strengthens faith


It strengthens the relationship with fellow Christians
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