 ‘The theory of the Big Bang offers no serious challenge to the Christian faith in God as Creator’.  How would Christians respond to this statement?
Theistic creationists would think that the Big Bang theory poses no serious challenge to God as Creator.  They believe that the Big Bang theory is compatible with Genesis, and that God used the Big Bang as a mechanism to create the universe and the world.  They think the Big Bang offers no serious challenge because Genesis doesn’t go into great detail about how the universe was created, but instead concentrates on the metaphysical questions.  Revelation answers the why questions, the purpose of life, and science answers in detail the how questions.  
It also offers no serious challenges to the Christian faith because theistic creationists believe that Genesis is mythological, it uses myths to explain the creation of the universe.  This means that they can accept the universe being over 20 billion years old because the days are not literal days but just part of a mythological story.  Other theistic creationists say each day could be six ages, each spanning millions or billions of years, also allowing time for the Big Bang. Thus both the Big Bang and Genesis offer complimentary explanations of how the universe began.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Historical Creationists face a bigger challenge from the Big Bang theory because they believe that Genesis is a literal and historical account of the universe in 6 days of 24 hours about 10,000 years ago.  The contradiction with the Big Bang causes historical creationists to reject the Big Bang theory.  They claim that there isn’t enough evidence to support the Big Bang, the dating of the universe is inaccurate and it impossible to see back to the beginning of the universe, so there is never any concrete proof, and it can be argued that scientists put faith in the theory.
Although some scientists, like John Polkinghorne believe that Genesis and the Big Bang are compatible, others like Peter Atkins believe that the great thing about the Big Bang is that it is an explanation that doesn’t require God.  So to him and other scientific materialists the Big Bang theory offers a great challenge to the existence of God by proving that he is no longer needed to explain the origins of the universe.
